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throw in his lot with the Western democracies because
Jugoslavia could never be more than a poor neighbour
of the Fascist powers. But action, not speech, is the
best argument with the Serbs. Convincing action on
the part of the Western democracies had for some time
been lacking. France, slow to set her house in order,
passed from crisis to crisis. Britain's prestige was
weakened by her passivity. The function of non-
intervention committees could not be understood,
neither could the pretence that some mysterious unknown
power was torpedoing ships. Germans punished:
Britons protested. Serbs expected Britain to make war
on Japan but again she kept peace under protest,
almost any peace being considered better than the
justest war.

It was hard to understand why Great Britain armed
if she would not use force. Not much use explaining
that Britain was in advance of the rest of the world in
her devotion to the cause of peace. A petty logic
was employed. When such great interests were at
stake and she did not make war it could be deduced that
nothing short of immediate danger to London and the
Channel ports would cause her to have recourse to
armsw Anschluss only evoked another protest, although
millions of British pounds were staked in Austria.
The British Press was clamorous that the country
should never go to war for the sake of Czecho-
slovakia. If not for the Czechs then certainly not
for the Jugoslavs! Increases in German man-power
derived from annexations would only cause France
and Great Britain to increase their efforts in rearma-
ment equivalently and so become more prepared for the
ultimate war.

Jugoslavia does not keep the memory of Armistice
Day as it is kept in London, the great gathering about
the Cenotaph commemorating the cessation of the
"war to end war," commemorating all those who gare
their lives that the world might be made "safe for